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due cause for the Shawnee brothers, Tecumseh and the 
Prophet to attempt a coalition of the tribes in an effort to 
drive the early settlers back across the Ohio. On the other 
hand the author is correct in attempting to justify the acts 
of the early Kentuckians and others who matched their wits 
against the treachery of the red man in an effort to gain con- 
trol of the rich unutilized prairie lands beyond the Wabash. 
This narrative, interesting as a novel, but yet a sound 
piece of historical information, enriched by extracts on the 
wild animals, such as the beaver and the buffalo, a clear 
topographical description of the country, a close-up view of 
the life of the Indian, and the early pioneers who won this 
domain, comes to a climax with the breaking of the Indian 
power in the northwest and the ascendancy of American con- 
trol in an account of the battle of Tippecanoe. 

V. 0. PlNKERTON. 

Northern Ute Music. Bureau of American Ethnology, 1922. 

By Francis Dinsmore, 1918, Washington, Government 

Printing office. Pp. 213. 

This book is interesting and useful to students and others 
interested in folk lore, music or Indian history. It deals with 
the Ute Indians and their customs of living. In the account 
are included a history of the Ute Indians, origin of their name, 
tribal organization, descriptions of their homes, temper, lan- 
guage, food, industries and general customs. 

The author, by careful investigation and research compiled 
a very fine collection of facts and interesting data on the Utes. 

Mary E. Creigmile. 

Lincoln, An Account of His Personal Life, Especially of Its 
Springs of Action as Revealed and Deepened by the Ordeal 
of War. By Nathaniel Wright Stephenson. Bobbs- 
Merrill Co., Indianapolis, 1922. Pp. 474. 
The author has evidently made some effort to add some- 
thing to our knowledge of Lincoln, although the result is 
doubtful. He has neither understanding nor appreciation of 
pioneer life and his indulgence in mysticism is entirely un- 
called for in treating of so simple a character. Speaking of 
Thomas Lincoln: "An incurable vagrant he came at last to 
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the psychological moment when he could no longer impose 
himself on his community." "Somehow he obtained a rattle- 
trap wagon and two horses." "Vagrants, or little better than 
vagrants, were Thomas Lincoln and his family making their 
way to Indiana." "It is said he (Lincoln) astounded his 
father by refusing to own a gun. He earned terrible whip- 
pings by releasing animals caught in traps." "In central 
Kentucky, a poor village was Elizabethtown, unkempt, chok- 
ingly dusty in the dry weather, with muddy streams instead 
of streets during the rains, a stench of pig-sties at the back 
of its cabins." "In the rough and nondescript community 
of Pigeon Creek, a world of weedy farms, of miserable mud 
roads, of log farm houses." "Thomas Lincoln the next year 
journeyed back to Kentucky and returned in triumph to Indi- 
ana bringing as his wife an old flame of his who had married, 
had been widowed, and was of a mind for further adventures." 
"Yet she was a kind stepmother to Abraham who became 
strongly attached to her." It is generally assumed that a biog- 
rapher knows something of the times, of the people, and man- 
ners among which his victim flourished, but perhaps it is 
not necessary. No great harm can come from such writing 
about Abraham Lincoln, but the libel on Thomas Lincoln and 
his wives is vicious. 

A History of Minnesota. By WILLIAM WATTS Folwell, 
President Emeritus of Minnesota University. Vol. I, Min- 
nesota Historical Society, Saint Paul, 1921. Pp. 533. 
It is a pleasure to turn from the deluge of historical trash 
thrown on the market at present to the work of an honest 
historian. Dr. Folwell has at his elbow the collections of the 
Minnesota Historical society. He was president of Minnesota 
university from 1869 to 1884, was a soldier in the Civil war, 
and has been actively employed in governmental duties for 
near a half century. Besides thus understanding his state 
and his people and besides having a personal acquaintance 
with the geography of his state, he writes in a pleasing style. 
The volume under review covers the territorial period, from 
the appearance of Radisson and Groseilliers, about 1660, down 
to the constitutional convention in 1857. 



